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The Plight of the Independent Midwife 


URS is undoubtedly an age of planning, but 
before any of us begin to plan we must 
first know where we are. This applies 

particularly to the present rather chaotic state of 
our midwifery service, and the Joint Council of 
Midwifery, which reported early this year, found 
itself continually pulled up by lack of data. 

It was for this reason that, at the end of the 
summer, the Midwives’ Institute decided to send 
a questionnaire to 8,000 independent 
practising midwives to find out if they were really 
able to make a living or no. Over fifty per cent. 


some 


replied, and Lady Forber, better known, perhaps, 


as Dr. Janet Lane Claypon, 
who undertook the analysis 
of the data thus obtained, 
took the preliminary find- 
ings as the subject of her 
Fynes-Clinton lecture at the 
Institute last week. The 
abstract of this lecture, 
which occupies the place of 
honour in our. journal, 
should be read by everyone, 
for the lesson it conveys, all 
the more forcible by reason 
of its very restraint, is that, whatever the position 
may have been twenty years ago, there is now no 
living to be made out of an independent midwifery 
practice. 

For anyone with a spark of imagination the 
stories of hardship, of dire poverty the question- 
naire reveals are heartrending, and warrant the 
remark of the chairman, Lady Williams, that the 
plight of a band of women considered of sufficient 
importance to be granted State diplomas “ has 
been scandalously neglected in the past.”” Many 
independent midwives literally do not know where 
to turn for the next meal, and, with an income 
which, even on paper, is as often as not under £50, 
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how much of this can possibly be spared for drugs 
and equipment ? It is true, of course, that many 
of these midwives belong to what has come to be 
known as a “ pin money” group, but, as Lady 
Forber said, is it good for any profession to be 
represented by a large army of part-time workers 
many of them married and with the cares of grow- 
ing children on their hands ? And “ pin money” 
cases are insufficient in number to ensure skilled 
work. 

One feature increasingly noticeable in this 
changing world is the gradual elimination, in all 
walks of life, of the independent worker, and the 
coming into being of large 
representative organisa- 
tions. But the larger the 
group the more it demands 
a controlling hand in the 
recruitment of its members. 
In Denmark, for instance, 
the State, being responsible 
for the employment and 
remuneration of its mid- 
wives, calculates its require- 
ments in advance, and trains 
just so many and no more- 
with the result that there is keen competition to be 
accepted for training. In Denmark one does not 
find a state of affairs rather quaintly described by 
one English doctor recently, of a number of women 
taking a midwifery training for the sake of securing 
a corporation job and “ never seeing a perineum 
again. 

We cannot quite agree with Lady Forber that 
an important reason for the increasing hospitalisa- 
tion of maternity cases is the need of more cases 
to enable us to train still more midwives. There 
have, we know, been many complaints of a short- 
age of externe cases for midwives, and of both 
externe and interne cases for medical students; 
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but the 


medical students are now being directed 
to the cases available in municipal hospitals, while 
boot seems to be entirely 
on the other leg. Municipal authorities, driven on 
by a sensational press campaign, not unmixed, we 
fear, with politics, are building ever more maternity 

and the matrons of these hospitals are 
position as the matrons of 
hospitals. Who is to do the work if the hospitals 
ire not recognised as training schools Denmark 
influence her 
too, will come 


as tor the midwives, the 


hospitals 


the sam 


nsiderations to 


so perhaps we, 


= 

= 
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4 


nd to way of thinking. 
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Much more could be said about a campaign which 
ghtens the normal mother into having her baby 

ospita stead of at hom Hardly had we 
me away from La Forber’s lecture than we 
’ 1 prominent statesman describing the 


isks of the miner as child’s play compared with 


ose of tl Motherhood,” he said 
Ss the st dangerous of all occupations. Che 
rv suggestion is ough to make the maternal 
us bel it] le vit lly 
aoe 
i orber touched on the devotion of the 
oorest midwife to her work, and of the need to 
st s devoti Yet we doubt if even the 
poorest midwife would readily give it up if 
ou elp it However poor the house, 
oweve! rr the midwife, during the excitement of 
bir $ omes into her own, and it will not 
I lesti vhich will be uppermost in 
ind if she is to be induced by compensation 
* * 


Forber’s final 


ulvsis Wi terest, though seems unlikely 

i \ l ‘reatly from those of the 
prelimina I How useful the midwifery 
is a guide to what is happening in 

ra rsi t is difficult to sa‘ For statistical 
purpo lwifery is a far easier subject to handle 
other types of nursing. A birth is a birth, 

r less, and only a certified midwife 

1 doctor! iv attend it; whereas general nursing 


ything, from tucking a patient up in 
gruel to mastering 
ited technique, in which one false 

107% would cause the patient's death. Nobody 
xtent marriage and part-time work 
nurses vearly added to the 
ertainly with the staff 
urses the impression is gradually gaining ground 
that half our State finalists disappear into a bottom 
less pit \t all events, they do not come to the 
surface, as we are sure many midwives would, ts 
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Topical Notes 

Nursing Co-operations 
THERE were two conferences of great 1m- 


One concerned the midwite 
and is fully reported in this week’s issue The 
conference to discuss the 
nursing co 


portance last week. 


other was a College 
establishment of a roll of private 
operations conducted on professional lines, with 
a view to raising their standard and 
accessible to the profession and the public a list 
of reliable co-operations recognised as such by 


t he Colle ge 


making 


Owing to reasons of space our lead- 
ing article on latter subject must be held 
over until next week. In the meantime, how 
ever, readers will be interested to hear that the 
onditions drafted by the Private Nurses’ Com 
nittee have in the main been approved by the 
though useful amend 
ents have also been suggested. Those present 
included Miss Smith, matron 


this 


conference. some most 


at the conference 


of the Middlesex Hospital, in the chair, Miss 
Coode, President of the College, several mem 
bers of the College Council, the Private Nurses’ 
Committee and its honorary secretary, Miss 
Cowlin, and about thirty superintendents of 


nursing from. all the 
country, who had already shown their interest in 
the subject by replying to a questionnaire sent 
out in 1933 by the Committee. The conditions 
under which private nurses 
appalling, and readers must on no account miss 
next week’s report of this conference. 


A Case m Pomt 

One of the special points raised at the meeting 
vas a possible condition that co-operations 
should always take up their nurses’ references. 
In this connection it is interesting to note last 


co operations parts ot 


some work are 
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week’s police court case in which a woman was 
fined £5 or fourteen days’ imprisonment for un- 
lawfully using the description of State-regis- 
tered nurse. She had been sent down “by a 
nursing agency in the usual way,” said a witness, 


one of the sisters at the [East Grinstead Poor 
law Institution, to act as relief nurse. She was 
not interviewed by the matron as it was the 


practice of the agency always to send trained 
nurses. She had worn State-registered uniform 
and was prosecuted on behalf of the General 
Nursing Council, but perhaps if the agency had 
een more careful this could never have happened. 


The Care of the Race 

NATURE'S methods of eliminating the unfit had 
been nullified to a large extent by civilisation, said 
Lord Dawson of Penn when he gave an address 


] 


on “ Medical Science and = Social Progress ”’ 
to the York. Medical Society on October 23, and 
social determination must replace them by (1) 


building up fit citizens and (2) preventing the 
unfit from producing bad stock and bad homes. 
rhe right nourishment of the young body was of 
such importance that the State was justified in 
assuming partial responsibility for it. Physical 
education was also extremely important as well 
as the training of mind and character, and the 
State might well link its unemployment allow- 
ances with institutional training for body and 
mind. As regards methods of prevention 
sterilisation was a branch of therapy comparable 
with preventive inoculation. Hereditary defects 
like deformed fingers, certain forms of blindness. 
of deafness, of chorea and of epilepsy and mental 
could be transmitted. The next 
descendant might only be a carrier of mental 


New 
Extensions at 
Woodlands 
Hospital 


deficiency 









l 


One of the n private wards 
that form part of the extensions 
opened by Sir Gilbert Barling 
at W oodlands Hospital, 
Northfield, Birmingham, on 
October 22 


defect and not himself defective, the defect 
remaining submerged in the strain until there 
was future matching with a like carrier, when a 
full-blown mentally deficient would appear. 
Sterilisation was a restraint on the freedom to 
procreate ; but the law restrained liberty so far as 
communal health and the interests of the children 
were concerned, and, by similar reasoning, why 
should not future generations be protected ? 


A Changed Outlook 


Tue change that has taken place in orthopaedic 
surgery in recent years was vividly illustrated by 
Sir Gilbert Barling, vice-president of the Royal 
Cripples’ Hospital, Birmingham, when he de 
clared open the new £15,000 extension of Wood- 
lands Hospital on October 22. Many years ago, 
he said, he was assistant surgeon at the old 
Orthopaedic Hospital, and a surgeon of the old 
school who watching him manipulate a 
baby’s club feet said, “ You know if I had a 
child born with feet like that | should amputate 
them both.”” The new extensions consist of two 
small wards and accommodation for eighteen 
private patients with the necessary additional 


Was 


offices, as well as a house for two resident 
doctors, twenty-eight extra bedrooms in_ the 
nurses’ quarters, and a delightful new lecture 


hall. The lecture hall, a necessity since Wood- 
lands is a training school, was the gift of Dame 
lizabeth Cadbury, who has been chairman of 
the hospital committee for many years. Miss 
F. Smith, the matron (who, by the way, nearly 
became the first patient in the new block, but was 
sent elsewhere instead to release her from all 
responsibility as matron while herself a patient, 
and happily soon recovered), in thanking the 
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hospital's many generous donors, added a few 
words of thanks to her statt for their good work 
\ beautifully embroidered tablecloth made by the 
patients was then presented by one of the nurses 
to Dame Elizabeth Cadbury, while Sir Gilbert 
Barling received a useful stamped leather port- 
folio, the work of boy patients 
The Age of Miracles 

[He age of miracles is not past,” said Pro 
fessor Blair, Dean of the Medical Faculty, King’s 
College, speaking at a meeting of the Society for 
1 of the Sick in Hospitals , 29, Deni 
son House, 5.W.1) on October 16. Every day in 


the wards of the London hospitals iracles of 


healing e being performed, and every 
thinking doctor knew the value of faith, or trust, 
in a patient \s a medical man he approved of 
the ork done by chaplains and by members of 
this and similar societies In the past religion 
and medicine had gone hand in hand, and he felt 
they should be closely associated. The meeting, 
' is held in the home of a well known 
Harley Street doctor, was very representative, 
ind included people of many nationalities and 
denominations, as well as from many different 
valks ot life. In addition to a large number of 
hospital chaplains, matrons of many of the larger 
London he spitals were present 
Lavender Bags 

Cor L SM D.S.O., M.C., of the Cold 
strean (;uards explained the objects of the 
society, the main one being, as he said, “ to let 
the ble loose.”” There as no need to bolster 


All nurses 


up, or to prove that it was right 


are familiar with the visitors who come round 
regularly bearing their little gifts of fragrant 
n es with texts attached, and distribut 


ng gospels; but perhaps not many are aware that 
twelve thousand visits per bed a day are made by 
the society 's orkers, who feel that the field in 
hospitals is a large one, owing to the constant 

ing and going of the patients, and hope that 
in this way, many people receive a message who 
in the ordinary course of events would not be 
brought in touch with religion, either at home or 
in a church The meeting, which was preceded 


i delightful tea, was an informal one, and the 
in welcoming the guests, said how glad 


he was so many were able to be present 


News from Winchester 
LUKE'S Day, always a day of celebration for 
Koval Hampshire County Hospital, Winches 
ter, marking, as it does, its foundation 198 years 
was the day chosen to unveil the cot endowed 
vy the citizens of Winchester to commemorate the 


King’s Jubile rhe cot had an occupant, little 


Annie Oxey, aged eight, who was obviously de 
ighted at her exalted position as the central 
rure of the ceremony, and smiled and shook 





hands with everyone. The Mayor unveiled the 
cot, and the Bishop of Southampton offered a briet 
prayer of dedication. Before the unveiling there 
was a thanksgiving service in the chapel, beauti- 
fully decorated with chrysanthemums and Michael- 
mas daisies. Miss Parken and over sixty nurses 
formed the choir, and the Bishop gave a short 
address in which, remarking what glad memories he 
had of his own connection with hospitals, he begged 
nurses to realise that all the philanthropic work 
of the world sprang from one source, which was 


God 
Equipped by the Staff 


LADY NORTHBROOK took the chair at the 
gathering held in the out-patient department 
later, and, at Matron’s request, presented the 
bronze medal won by Miss Copson in examinations 
during the year. After congratulating her, Lady 
Northbrook said she must also congratulate the 
nursing staff on the way they had raised the sum 
of £100 to equip the new children’s ward. Miss 
Parken welcomed all the ex-nurses present, and 
put forward the idea of starting a league of old 
R.H.C. nurses. Tea was served, and afterwards 
visitors toured the hospital, seeing, amongst other 
things, the new private wards formed from an 
old children’s ward, and the new equipment 
bought with the funds raised by the staff. 


A Motto for Hospital Workers 


Gop hath not given us the spirit of fear, but 
of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 
These words of St. Paul were given to hospital 
workers as a motto by the Bishop of Croydon at 
a special service for doctors and nurses in the 
parish church on October 20. The Bishop also 
conducted the usual yearly service on St. Luke's 
Day at Croydon General Hospital, and gave a 
short address on St. Luke The “ beloved 
physician” was not only closely associated with all 
hospitals on account of his profession, the Bishop 
said; his personal character, as revealed in his 
own writings and in those of St. Paul, combined 
accurate efficiency with practical sympathy, and 
might well be accepted by all hospital workers as 
an ideal of conduct for themselves. In conclu 
sion the Bishop said that all who laboured to 
prevent and relieve suffering might feel in 
special measure that God was working with them 
towards the advancement of His Kingdom. 


Mrs. Rome at the Bolingbroke 

lr IT had to live my life again I would be a 
nurse again.” It must have calmed the mind of 
the newest and (perhaps) “ quakiest” proba 
tioner to hear these telling words from _ the 
experienced Mrs. Rome. Bolingbroke Hospital 
nurses’ league were fortunate in having Mrs. 
Rome to speak to them at their annual meeting 
on Saturday, October 26, and these words were 
among others of a heartening and inspiring 
nature which she addressed particularly to the 
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student nurses. 
in its second year, and still grappling with such 
‘minutes ” and “ votes 


It is a very young league, only 


business technicalities as 
of thanks,” but already it has sixty-four mem 
bers, and out of its healthy balance sheet was 
ible to present a gift of five guineas to the 
building fund for the new extensions so dear to 
\latron’s heart Lady Carmichael and Miss 
Thorne, two ladies who have also for many years 
had the interests of the Bolingbroke at heart, have 
turned with especial interest to the sponsoring of 
the nurses’ league, and both were present and 
stening with pleasure to Mrs. Rome’s address 
Whatever their language, religion, and colour, 
jurses are at unity in their ideals the world over, 
ightingale, they all look 
to England for their standard.” Miss Thorne 
vave a special tribute to Matron, Miss Miller; 
and the number of * old” nurses who kept creep 


ind, because of Miss 


ng quietly in at the back of the hall during 
proceedings showed that this league, though so 
young, is already a lively and valuable one. The 
ifternoon wound up with what is known as a 
Bolingbroke tea,” enlivened with much happy 
chatter, after which the “ old” nurses were taken 


to explore the alterations 


At the Buchanan Hospital 

| aLMost wish there were more prize-givings 

it would mean more visits from our presi 
dent,” said Miss Kemp, matron of the buchanan 
Hospital, St. Leonards, when the Countess De 
la Warr came to distribute prizes and medals to 
the nursing staff on October 25 The prize 
giving followed the laying of the foundation 
stone of the new nurses’ home, which Lady De 
la Warr, with a very decided pat of the silver 
trowel, declared to be well and truly laid In 
this connection the Countess said that just as the 
laying of the stone was merely a ceremony (the 
actual work having already been done by the 
vorkmen), so the prize-giving was only a cere 
mony, for the foundation work had been done 
by the nurses during their training. She compli 
mented the latter on the high standard attained 











during their examinations—all entrants having 
passed with first class honours with the exception 


of one, who was only a few marks short—and 
said what a pleasure these splendid results must 
be both to Matron and Sister Tutor. 


Only One Stone 


Mr. Cotes, chairman of the board of manage 
ment, who, in introducing Lady De La Warr to 
those present, said that what everyone liked 
about her was that she was always so tull of life 
and joie-de-vivre, explained why the ceremony 
of laying the foundation stone had been delayed 
so long, until, in fact, the building was about a 


quarter completed Some of you may think we 


are rather late,” he said, “ but unfortunately 
there is only one stone in the building, and so 
we had to wait till that was reached!” Mr. 


Coles said that ever since Matron had been with 
them she had been dissatisfied with the nurses’ 
cramped quarters, and he related the steps that 
had been taken to raise funds for a new home 
\ large proportion of the total had been provided 
by Matron’s anonymous friends. The home 
when complete will consist of twenty-eight bed- 
rooms, a large common room, five bathrooms and 
a shampoo room. <A number of 
attended the ceremony, and Matron suggested 
that they should regard this annual prize-giving 
as their reunion. She pointed out a number of 
recent changes which had taken place, and called 
particular attention to the new laundry, which 


‘old’ nurses 


was proving a great boon. 


New Eye Hospital 

‘““ May all who pass within the doors of this hos- 
pital derive great benefit from its services,”’ said 
the Duchess of Beaufort when she opened the new 
Bristol Eye Hospital on October 21. The Bishop 
of Bristol offered a dedicatory prayer, and, at the 
conclusion of the ceremony, visitors were able to 
see round the beautiful new building, quite one 
of the finest and most up-to-date of its kind. 
There is accommodation for seventy-eight patients, 
men, women and children, in the well equipped 
surgical and treatment wards. These all have 


ae. 
i 


The new laundry at the Buchanan Hospital, St. Leonards on Sea 
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hrfy! 


lghttul sun balconies, and are made all the more 
attractive by the cheerful colour schemes, for which 
Miss Arnold, the matron, is largely, responsible. 


X-ray 


The new building also includes a theatre 


room and spacious out-patient department, in 
Idit nurses’ and maids’ dining rooms, and 
ry modern kitchen on the top floor The old 

g is being remodelled and converted into 


rep< luarters 


Blame the Health Services ? 


I Ma f Brist who presided at the open 
¢ n tl g Duchess referred to the 
show herself and the Duke in the 
\ MW Speaking about the 
\ ' Tar ese ext 
: I : si iid age naturally 
g ‘ ight felt that the healt! 
: Bris sing as tl id longer life 
were partly to blame! Su 
Cowlu spoke afterwards, remind 
8 were now taced with what 
I i el satistactory 
i to raise an additional 
{1,000 a vear to pay t interest, apart from the 
| I rr the increased staft 
\fter the tour of inspection Miss Arnold entertained 
>. : : 
The Queen’s Institute Survey 
\ said ir leading article, you cannot 
1 re ron plan unless you kno 
stat e Queen’s Institute of Dis 
t? t Nurs Oo al | ts elpers t the cost ot 
te ork, have produced a sut 
glat ind Wales which will show at a 
v t ere they, and the public, stand 
ith regard to district nursing Their findings 
t | n in woolly paragraphs. Once you 
istered the short, explanatory introdu 
tior 1 find the answer to almost any inquiry 
t gard t i locality’s district nursing 
hether afhliated to the Queen's or 
nning y finger down a series 
t These tables give such details as th 
; nurse ready orking in a given 
| the population they serve, the number 
litional nurses required to complete the set 
e size of the un-nursed population; 
k the nurse performs (whethe 
il, midwifery, public health or a combina 
tio t the ser ce vhat she costs, where the 
and what qualifications she 


What the Survey Tells Us 


ve sho ~ at out ¢ I 


a population « 
864,184 for England and Wales (1931 Census) 


there is a nursi ser e for all but 1,657,317: 


itti t in another way, there 1s a service for 


ppulation and 87 pet 





cent. of the Welsh. Though the provision made 
for the nursed areas could with advantage be 
strengthened, on the present basis an addition of 
1,625 nurses would complete the service. The 
yearly cost of the present work, in which 7,170 
nurses are employed, is well over a_ million 
pounds, the average cost of a Queen’s nurse 
being £231, unless she is working unde: a super 
intendent, when, the staff being larger, the cost 
is reduced to £207. The average cost of a non 
(ueen’s nurse is £184 10s. Od 
administration in the case of nurses supervised 
by the County Nursing Association,” says the 
survey, “is borne by that body and averages 


“ The cost ot 


11 10s. Od. per nurse, and this amount should be 
added to arrive at a true statement of the amount 
required to provide the nurse, necessary trans 


port, administration and supervision.” 


The House of Daviot 
\berdeen Royal Mental 
Hospital, boasting the romantic name of the 
House of Daviot, was opened at Inverurie on 
October 24, after extensions and 


\ BRANCH of the 


Chursday, 
alterations costing £70,000. Sir Godfrey Collins, 
Secretary for Scotland, was to have performed 
the opening ceremony but was detained on Par 
liamentary business in London, and Sheriff 
Principal George Morton, a member of the Board 
of Control, deputised for him. The new hospital 
includes the most up to date equipment for the 
treatment of mental and nervous diseases; full 
provision has been made for indoor entertain 
ment, and outdoor facilities include a golf course, 
tennis courts and croquet and bowling greens 
In declaring the House of Daviot open Sheriff 
\lorton recalled his horror on reading that 
in the eighteenth century one of the inducements 
to visit London was to see the insane. Enormous 
strides had been made of late years in the treat 
ment of mental illnesses, and he trusted the new 
hospital would have a great future for the health 


ot the community. 


A Question of Tenses 
So much has been happening this week that 
we have little room to use the future tense and 
give details of what is about to happen. Shef 
field, for instance, is to have a_ post-graduate 
week from November 18 to 22, and there is only 
space for an attenuated announcement on page 
1068 of dates, and where you should write for full 
information. Similarly the schedule of the course 
of lectures beginning on November 6, arranged 
by the Education Department of the College of 
Nursing in connection with the Diploma in 
Nursing, is held back for another week; mean 
while, of course, a postcard to the Education 
Department will bring the interested reader full 
details so that she can be in time for the first 
lecture 
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The Plight of the Independent Midwife 


Abstract of the Fynes-Clinton lecture givenby LADY FORBER(DR. JANET LAN ECLA YPON) 
at the Midwives’ Institute on Thursday, October 24, on the preliminary results of the questionnaire sent out 


by the Midwi 


s’ Institute at the end of the summer to 8,000 independent practising midwives in England and 


c 
Wales. Lady (Rhvs) Williams, hon. secretary of the Joint Council of Midwifery, was in the chair. 


H] uestionnaire which forms the subject 
the present address was sent out to 
some 8,000 independent practising mid 
wives Salaried midwives were excluded, and if 
any subsequent replies showed that those who had 
filled in the forms were in receipt of even part 
time salaries their replies were put aside for th 
moment and not included in the results 
More than four thousand replies were sent in, 
so that the results on paper are large but as the 
analysis only started ten weeks ago the findings 
can only be of a preliminary nature. The 
aim of the questionnaire was to find out the 
econol position of the independent midwife 
how many years she had been practising, her 


number ot cases, the fees she charged, the expenses 
she incurred, and so on. One might have thought 
this would be an easy task, as the midwives 
answered tully, but all sorts of difficulties cropped 
up from the very outset. For instance, one mid 
wife with private means would put down a rent 
which was greater than the total sum brought in 
by her practice; another midwife living at home 
would omit the expenses of domicile altogether. 
Then when trying to assess some of the midwives’ 
liabilities in the way of dependent relatives, 
Insurance and so on, a housekeeper would be 
listed as a dependent when of course she was an 

expense "’; a married midwife with three children 
and a husband in work would put down the children 
as her liability, whereas they were her husband's. 
There was the same difficulty, too, with regard 
to the cost of drugs and dressings, which were 
often given in addition to other costs, for example 
those of transport. 

All this information, therefore, though it would 
be of ultimate value, did not lend itself to statistical 
treatment. However, the main object of the ques 
tionnaire was to find out the number of cases 
taken by independent midwives and what fees 
they charged—that is to sav, the assessment of 
theif gross income, whether they were receiving that 
income, and whether their earnings were adequate. 


Difhculties Everywhere 

For the purpose of this lecture, use was only 
made of figures for the North, West and East 
Ridings of Yorkshire, the County of Durham, 
and one county selected at random to represent 
conditions in the south—the county of Hampshire. 
At first it seemed best to classify the results under 
the various local supervising authorities, but, as a 
number of midwives practised under several areas 





(a few under as many as four), this was unsatis- 
factory, and so the geographical county area was 
finally taken as a basis. The findings with regard 
to the other counties will be published later. 
The preliminary comparison of a northern area 
with the supposedly more prosperous south, 
however, shows that the midwife is faced with much 
the same difficulties all over the country. 


Table I 





Showing the listribution of cases a ming to civil state in 
t yeographica unties of Yorks (West Riding) a Durha 
in t i 129 and m4 
1929 134 
( 1 iq i 1q 
t ( \ f ) f Ca \ f ) f 
itte 1 } itter / 1 pe 
f lwife 
} We ling 
Marri OSS Sl 4 153 17 
Widow S317 s ) ao aT | 
Single 2534 4 vi (it 7) 
Durhaw 
Married wool jg iis 40 S|] yO 
Widow S157 ‘ mM) 110 11 rm 
Single 1455 7 Sih 1GOd pad 9} ww 


The first table to be drawn up shows whether 
any conclusions can be drawn from the fact that 
the midwife is married, single or a widow—which 
of the three groups is most numerous, which the 
mother prefers. The results in the West Riding 
and Durham show that while married midwives 
are far in excess of widowed and single ones, the 
mother has no marked predilection for the one 
over the other. It will be seen that in each of the 
vears 1929 and 1934 in both areas the widows 
secured a slightly higher number of cases. 


Table II 


Showing the distribution of cases according to the age of 
the midwife 





lnde 60 years 
40 years 40—49 years 50 59 years and ove 
14 age fr {verage freraqge 
Cases} no. per | Cases| no. per | Cases| no. per | Cases| no. per 
midwife midwife midwife midwife 
Yorks 
WW 
Riding) 2891 Ww TO30 4 PO55 51 TRO mh 
Dur- 
ham) 1942 17 3096 70 S108 | 74 | Jie 4 


The next classification shows the distribution of 
cases according to the midwife’s age, and though 
quite a number of “ old ladies of seventy "’ are 


still in active work in some areas, others have no 
one over sixty. On the whole the bulk of the cases 
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es to midwives between the ages of forty and 


hiity ; trom fifty to sixty the cases begin to decrease 


nd the present tendency is for this diminution 


begin ever earlte What is astonishing, how 
is the very small number of midwives undet 

rtvy who have been practising more than a veat 
r two Hardly any under thirty-five have a 


stablished practice Why are they taking 


is work so comparatively late in life Most 


, ve] s would appear to be general 
is Well, and to have been engaged previously 
spital pract ind many are married 


Table III 


{ 

lable IV 
[he third and fourth classifications are self 
i I ilso indicate that the number 
1iwives entering an already crowded 
» high, and the average number of 
e far too small. One should note in 
it the chief factor here is not the 
rate, the most spectacular drop 
iken placeinthe previous decade. It is also 
vort that the number of midwives who tak« 
rit iseS a Vear 1s almost twice is 
irgest group—those with from 
hundres ises, and at the current fees 
\ innot make a livelihood by taking so 
Ot cour Ol xplained that they merely 


ifery as a part-time job, or to make 

ra money to tide them over financial 
vhile their children were small, for 
or they were supporting a sick relative 
| who depended on midwifery for a 


p tld not get the cases. 





Table V 


Showing the ixtmum income of the midwives according to 
the fees charged 
V te U r¢ 
{ / / / [ / / 
) Total 
\ 
\\ 
| ~ } a7 i ) 2 
\ 
N 
Riding ” 5 0 1+2 
Y 
| 
I Vv Ss , , ] 4) 
I) 
( ) 2 l ! i 2 149 
Ha 
27 i 2 ry > SS 
~ rf) ) ‘ a7 Is » “i? 


Now,” said Lady Forber, “ let us look into 
the tees that are charged, and, supposing for the 
sake of argument that the midwife has no bad 
debts whatever (a most unusual state of affairs, 
as we well know), let us consider the maximum 
income she is earning. 

\gain the tables show us that the largest group 
of midwives are those whose maximum income is 
under {50 per annum. The next largest group 
earns under £100. People cannot live on £100 per 
annum, so we are forced to the conclusion that 
practically none of the midwives are earning a 
reasonable livelihood. In the very few cases in 
which, on the basis of the fees charged, they are 
ible to do so, they are taking far too many cases. 
Besides, the fees charged are nearly all too low. 
We know that in a very few prosperous neigh 
bourhoods the midwife can obtain from 47s. for a 
multipara to 60s. for a primipara. The more usual 
fees are 30s. to 42s., and in poor districts descend 
to from 21s. to 25s., sometimes less. Many mid 
wives said it was impossible to charge more, either 
because the peopl were too poor to pay, or because 
that was the fee charged by the local nursing 
organisation, or because there was undercutting 
from fellow midwives and sometimes even trom 
doctors. 


Necessitous Mothers 


Ihe fees given in the tables only show, ot course, 
the midwife’s possible income, but unfortunately 
she rarely receives even this miserable pittance. 
One hard-working midwife with a big practice 
said she hardly collected half her fees, another 
that her bad debts amounted to about a fifth of 
the sum due to her. One outstanding difficulty 
is the number of non-paying necessitous mothers 
in the depressed areas Indeed, however we look 
at it we are faced with the fact that many of the 
midwives in our midst are so poor that they literally 
do not know where to turn for the next meal. 
Some had once done well but their practice had 
dwindled. I was all right till the new housing 
estate was built, and then all the young people 
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went to live there,’ wrote one. ‘I used to do 
quite well, but now the mothers go into hospital,”’ 
wrote another. ‘‘ The district nursing association 
takes all the said another. Of course 
quite a number of midwives have already given 
up independent practice and gone into a salaried 
service, but others are just any kind of 
nursing or taking in lodgers to augment their 
earnings. 


cases now,” 


doing 


An Army of Part-Timers 

What do all these facts indicate ? hat instead 
of a service of whole-time independent midwives 
we have an army of part-time workers, few of them 
securing enough cases to maintain a good standard 
ot work. No profession is the better for an army 
of part-timers, and, although the bulk of the mid 
wifery of this country ts still undertaken by the 
independent midwife, independent midwifery is no 


longer a calling which will bring in a living wage. 
[Twenty years ago it could do so. Now there is 
no living in independent midwifery. Yet the 


devotion of the present 
is almost unbelievable. She 
practically no pay; and why should she when she 
not much as could claim 
under public assistance ¢ It is because she really 
loves her work, and here is a most valuable asset 
which we must foster at all costs. 

What is the solution ? For one thing we might 
alter the method of admission to the midwifery 
profession. (At present anyone can take the train- 
ing in her stride as an “ incidental ’’ and signify 
her intention to practise.) That does not solve the 
problem of the present midwife, for whom we 
must do the best we can, but we must raise the 
standard of admission of the future recruit. At 
present the number of midwives notifying their 
intention to practice is colossal, and so leng as the 
midwifery training continues to be taken as a 
* sick ’ there will be chaos. 


impoverished midwife 
works at all hours for 
does she 


get even as 


show 


The Local Authorities’ Part 


[hen again, local authorities should pay the 
midwife’s fee in the case of necessitous mothers. 
Some authorities do so pay; some say that if the 
mother is too poor to engage a midwife she should 
have her confinement in hospital; a few employ 
their own municipal midwives in 
cases. The majority surround the question of 
payment of the midwife’s fee in necessitous cases 
with so many rules and forms and inquiries about 
attendance at ante-natal centres, receipt (or non- 
receipt) of maternity benefit, and so on, that even 
here, on one technicality or another, the midwife 
rarely Yet even if there were com 
plete national agreement on this point, we must 
still realise that the midwife cannot earn a liveli- 
hood. 


necessitous 


sees her fee. 


There is, too, the problem of the handywoman. 
In some areas she is said to be non-existent: in 
The difficulty 


others she is still an acute problem. 





here is a financial one, for the handywoman 
attends doctors’ cases, and what is to happen when 
the patient cannot afford two fees? We cannot 
ask the doctors to go out of practice. The ideal 
would be to have both midwife and doctor acces- 
sible. The doctor could make one or two ante- 
natal examinations and could be given a retaining 
on call if required. Even then, for 
economic reasons, the fees the midwife can obtain 
are so low that unless overworks still 
cannot make a living. 


fee to be 


she she 


Competition from the Hospitals 


Lastly there is the problem of competition from 
hospitals. In spite of the fact that domiciliary 
midwifery is by far the cheaper service, and that a 
hospital confinement costs at least £6—money 
which does not just fall from the skies but comes 
either from rates, taxes or the pockets of the 
charitable public—more and more people are 
confined in hospital. Maternity beds should only 
be used for abnormal cases, but there has been 
such a campaign in the press about the dangers of 
childbirth that the mothers are being frightened 
into hospitalisation because they think this ts 
the safest thing they can do. And not only that, 
they are being encouraged to have their babies 
in hospital in order to provide training material, 
so that more unwanted midwives can be sent out 
to undercut those already starving for want of 


work. The whole system is a vicious circle. But 
the problem, big as it is, is not insoluble. True, 


the solution will not be altogether painless, but 
if the midwife is important enough to have State 
recognition she is important enough to be ensured 
a reasonable livelihood. 


The League of National Life 


a Tisadramatic moment when a race stands still.’’ This 
I sentence, quoted from The Times, was the keynote 
of the speeches against birth « ontrol at the meeting 
of the League of National Life in the Central Hall, West- 
minster, on October 23 [The meeting was discussing the 
question of Whither England ’ and the chairman, 
Sir Nicholas Grattan-Doyle, M.P., and, after him, the 
Bishop of Ely, both spoke gravely of the statistics worked 
out by Dr. Grace Layborne in iast year’s ‘‘ Sociological 
Review,’ which showed that while already England's 
birth rate was decreasing, whereas that of every other 
country was on the increase, the future British population, 
worked out in corresponding ratios, would be in a quite 
alarming minority rhe serious point, too, was that it 
was the intelligentsia that were decreasing, the best 
stocks of the country, and, asked the speakers, could this 
always be a doctor’s advice ”’ Was it not 
rather their their own selfishness that pre 
ferred to keep the sparkle of intellect alive among their 
generation, and children only as hindrances 
instead of as future intellects ? [he Bishop of Ely 
himself an intuitist—that is, a believer in the 
(trained and developed—he did not mean blind) intuitive 
faculty that would ultimately solve the moral problem 
of use and abuse of birth control appliances. He admitted 
that self-control and abstinence might mean tremendous 
sacrifice to many people, but if the growing generation 
were given moral training “‘ from their youth up” they 
would “‘ intuitively "’ see these questions in the right 
perspective 


case ol 


own advice, 


own Saw 


confessed 


J.H.c 
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Gipsy Mother 


ib 


books w unconcernedly women 
egard the process of childbirth 
their work in the fields at the onset 


ng to it almost as soon as the baby 
rta mount of incredulity But 
t t with s I in instance o! 
r g the Highlands und fe davs 
I 1 the untrvysice haug 
1 to marsh and the hill roads to tracks 
[In the rain a small band of Highland 
‘ towards the house where 
the only house apart from shep 
D s t se ed 
hye ; ha etooted 
i \ de on ¢ of the 
At the | se they stopped to 
ir ba st ght 

st, f the Highland 
“ Lt S$ wit the resident 

the! \ three 

I But they ex 

\ ST t the 


t 
¢ ¢ +} ‘ ad 
I 
H t ipart 
y bar 
¢ H e the 
+ na 
‘ ‘ 
bh 
S} 
+ ‘ ~} | 
g N f ‘ 
t te: ¢ 
ge } 
r a 
t | 
? tT 
et y 
lr 
‘ t 
K 
th i 
¢ t i 
t Ow the oad 
ti mir packing 
f elping 
t the ict 
( I la ve 
ip} I in ot the 
I Wi ourse st vas 
\ t fine bab 
t » | pe broke 








most old people, she had a lot to say about modern 
degeneracy. She said it puffing clouds of smoke from her 
pipe the while. Women nowadays, she said, were soft 
and feeble. In her day one didn’t hold up the tribe for a 
night and seek the shelter of a house just to have a baby, 
and not one of her own numerous family had been born 
under a roof 

Che soft and feeble gipsy mother merely smiled 
placidly at all this and munched a hunk of bread and 
cheese; and the carts with the children running beside them 
ioved on in the rain up the glen 


bB 
State Examination Questions: 


England and Wales ( October) 


Important.—- Read the qu ) uv nswer 
niv what t i, as no marks will be given for irr unt 
matter Credit 4 n for by p ear diagran 
ind for t indwriting Candidat who do not attempt 
f} npu vr} ; é i ltisqualtifted 


Final Supplementary for Male Nurses 


Medicine and Medical Nursing Treatment 


San 7u i Final Genera pt 2) What are 
the sympton ind signs of alcoholic neuritis Give an 
nt of the usual treatment, mentioning any special 
points to be observed in the nursing of a patient with this 
( 7, 


Surgery and Surgical Nursing Treatment, and Venereal 
and Genito-Urinary Diseases, and the Nursing of These 


Diseases 
San questior ts Final General (Surgery and Gvynae 
\ ind Survica und Gyna log aul Nursing Treat 
ment pt 1) What is meant by epididymitis 
Give some of the common causes and their nursing treat 
Thy r ) ich paper are tol inswered hicl 
‘ la 2a mpu VV. 
General Nursing 
san yuestior i Final General ¢ pt 2) For what 
\ gation of the bladder be ordered 
Describe fully one method of washing out the bladder 
I yuestior n all are to be answered, of which questions 
a i 3a mpu y 


Final Supplementary for Fever Nurses 


Fevers 

What pelas State the dangers and the 
itions to be adopted in nursing an adult suffering 
evere attack of facial erysipelas 2) What do 
nderstand by the following terms 1) sepsis 
nti-sep iSepsis 7) septicaemia, (¢) toxaemia, 
upraen 3) How would you treat ulcerative 
t titi na hild suffering from measles What 
g may be associated with this condition, and how 
y its occurrence be minimised ? (4) Describe a case 
diarrhoea and vomiting in an iniant What are the 
lang 4) to the patient, and (b) to others ? Describe 
the treatment of the patient and the precautions you 

uld take 


Fever Nursing 
1) Describe in detail the nursing of a case of 
t should a nurse observe and report 


aucial 


- 
- 


luring the course of the illness (2) What complications 
of tvphoid fever may be pre vented or alleviated by good 
nursing Describe in detail the care of the skin and 
mouth during the course of the disease. (3) From what 
parts of the body may contagious or infectious discharges 
rist Describe in detail the nursing and the precau- 
tions you would take in dealing with such patients in a 
fever hospital 4) In what conditions may a sedative 
enema be ordered State the method of giving and 


the quantities you would administet 
Three questions in each paper are to be answered, of which 
yuestions 1 and 2 ar mpulsory 
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The Post- 
Graduate 
Week at 

Hull 


” } / ( party 
j H Daily 

7D yi 

H Da Va 


the post graduate 


VERYONI must agree that 
course of the Hull branch was a 


satisfying week, 


rflowing as it was with the cream of lectures 
ind crammed to the full 
‘shand many gifts to be enjoyed 
Jubilee style, the bright 


though the 


with interesting visits, with 
[The weather, 
too, was in real sunshine making 
k of an Indian early 


1dmitted, gave 


“The Very Best Service’ 
October 21, the 
Holy Trinity ¢ 
the chapel dedicated to the medical profession 
black 


Rev 


summer! mornings, 


it promise ot winter to come 


Mor 


inne ervice at 


ourse was opened by 


‘ hape 1 of 


day 
hurch, in the 
Luke 
vhich as old as 


ebony table nearly 


Charles 


there 1S a 

1 itself rhe Paley gave a 
said he had been told 
iety to better the 


he churcl moving 


course of which he 


that the College of Nursing was or 
I would 

to promote the 
added that in ¢ 


t was good enough 


Monday afternoon to the Tilworth 


onditior ot nurse rather say 
best 


hrist service 


ciety very service 
and ne 
ig but the very bes 
rhe first visit was on 
ition for 


Bruorton, the 


mentally defective 


(sTange instit 
Miss 
party over 


been con 


patients. 
the 
the institution, where two new blocks have just 

Each block 
and the whole 


matron, very kindly conducted 


pleted and are ready for oc« 


} upation 


is a delightfully distinctive colour scheme 


equipped on modern electric lines as regards 


ghting and cooking—though in the day rooms there are 
carefully 

Girl 
delighted the party with their singing and dancing display, 
part 
seemed pleased to show their knitting, embroidery 
When Miss took 


quarters, window of 


cheerful coal fires guarded, to give a homelike 


itmosphere The Guide and Brownie sections 


vhile who were crippled and unable to take 


in this 


those 


handwork Bruortor us over 


talt 


ind other 


nfortable each which 


the cor 


discloses a charming view of gardens and stately trees, 
ve felt that living in such a lovely spot must be some 
compensation tor the sacrifice of caring for these unfor- 
tunate people After a delightful tea the party was 
preparing to go when, to our dismay, we found it was 
raining Miss Bruorton, however, came to the rescue 





and supplied each improvident one with the loan of an 


umbrella, and these were most gratefully accepted 


A Disturbing Influence ? 


In the evening a large company gathered at the Hull 
Royal Infirmary to hear Dr. Adamson lecture on Basal 
Metabolism,”’ and to witness a demonstration from his 
delicate and intricate instrument Dr. Morton Stewart 
president of the Hull Medical Society, introduced the 


Meanwhile the stalwart gentleman, 


lay down on the couch beside the instrument; for, besides 


lecture patient, a 
fasting, 
the metaboli 
the value of this in determining the best time to perform 


the patient must lie down for half an hour before 


rate is recorded Dr. Adamson explained 
an operation for removal of goitre, in deciding when such 
an operation would be unsafe, and its use in myxoedema 
diseases; he also explained how excite 


and in pituitary 


ment or a meal taken too near the test would upset the 
true record 
not to be 


more food than he should have done 


Since the patient of the evening was said 


upset, we fancied he must have indulged in 


or did the presence 
Whatever the 


rate was higher than normal 


of such a large College party excite him ? 
his metabolic 


X-Ray Photography 
luesday started with an outstanding lecture, illustrated 
from Dr. R. R 


cause, 


with excellent lantern slides, 


on Difficulty in 


Simpson, 
Treat 
In the afternoon we had an opportunity to visit 


Swallowing—Its Causes and 
ment 
the up-to-date X-ray department of the Beverley Road 
Institution Hospital, where Dr. Marshall 
thralling demonstration of X-ray 
patient had both lungs X-rayed, while 
intravenous injection of Uroselectan, 
X-rayed at prescribed intervals. The 
which we waited to see, proved most 


gave an en 
photography One 
the other 
had kidneys 
films of the latter, 
clearly 


after an 
her 


interesting, 
right kidney, while 
the left appeared simply We 
saw many other interesting films, and at the close of the 
Miss the matron, entertained 


showing the normal functioning of the 
as a shrunken calculus also 
demonstration Ferguson, 


members to tea 
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A Visit t 
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A Film o 


e eve 
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o the 


WW 


ie Chocolate Cake Walk ” Bric 


Slums 


ing’s lecture was the in the audience, not only for the sufferers from this terrible 
10 swelled our ranks disease, but for those who nurse and care for them 

sister dietitian of the Professor Passey’s interesting lecture on ‘“‘ Recent 
ent Observatior > iM Cancer Research " was given here, too, as was the lecture 
ing a reducing diet demonstration on “‘ Diseases of the Skin "’ by D. C. Muir 
ture, and wer uch 


Esq., F.R.C.P 


rashes 


, who made clear to us the nature of different 


psoriasis, seborrhoea, and different 


varieties of 
ringworm, s¢ 


iffirmed 


this connection, 
of the 


ibies and impetigo ind, in 


that there was no cure for ringworm 


I th f Hull, was scalp excepting X-ray 
H ibject, vividly , 
Hon | Tow A Haven for Weary Mothers 
t s | last lecture which took place in this hospital was a 
part larly interesting one Psychology of the Expectant 


Edwards 


Griffith on 


We had 


Diet in Pregnancy 


already 


I t t s I vas at the Municipal Maternity Hospital, Hedon 
st H ind at the close of the lecture Miss Coni, the matron, 
to g ted terested party ind the hospital, whic 
g the er be s set t blocks surr« led by lovely gardens. Masses 
bed mi late f tlowers, and long, gay herbaceous borders, fruit trees 
t | the wate! ind vell stocked vegetable garden all contribute towards 
‘ I g this spot have vyeary mothers, who must 
f the $ ill t b The wards are airy, and look 
g tot ‘ i¢ vith the ill ts attached to the sides of the 
ing the mothe beds here | 1 toddlers ward, and the 
Her I ght I premature babi ward with its Vita-glass windows 
t I I ted i st WI everyone had seen everything 
\l ( entertained the largs party to tea 
Ae Naatagg oa A Stern Reply 
d e proce [he Mental Hospital, Willerby, was another place 
yr ry and \ ted Here the medical superintendent and matron 
ul eac! nducted a group around the new and up-to-date 
t ft cs and I k, which is complete with examination and treatment 
kitt & Sor his root lental and X-ray departments and an operating 
l t { l t tl itr Everything eemed homely and comfortable 
] ¢ vel ystly working out in the garden, but many 
t t t the ne vere bu indoors, doing needlework or 
wn gyn im and knitting. On entering one ward Matron asked one of the 
t 1 patients if ‘ ht bring these ladies in ‘Yes, but see 
t \ l the vipe tl feet vas the prompt and somewhat stern 
vere epl She evidently took a pride in the polishing of the 
it | led floor Much of the furniture is made by the patients, 
iding yme p tlarly handsome oak tables 
day was a very full day, and we had to separate into 
, groups for the various events, for it was impossible for 
ry ‘ er to attend every event 4 limited number 
| _ vere fortunate enough to see ( H Corbitt, Esq., F R.C.S 
; * 7 _deendi demonstrate the insertion of radium in the theatre 
excie Sat I morning w nt at the Wilberforce Museum, 


is spe 


still in the making and promises to be of 


H even greater interest in the future Here Mr. Sheppard 
“a director ot Municipal Museums, Hull, told us many things 
of interest. and included a number of humorous incidents 

lecture 


The very enjoy ibie whist drive held in the board room 
the Anlaby Road Hospital brought this memorable 


the ene week to a close Miss ¢ oni, who was present, thanked Miss 

He Dr D ett. the hostess, and all those whose efforts had 

t hild I le the week such a success, referring especially to the 

D Heart t retari¢ Miss Coombe and Miss Johnson Miss 

trat tt By ett, who presented gifts to these two ladies and 

t bl l the prize-winners of the whist drive, took the oppor 

Litlor whicl tunity to welcome the new area organiser, Miss Mont 

e of his lecture gomery, who replied by wishing the branch success and 

eper lony in the progress and many happy and helpful gatherings during 
tage f the nte 


L.E.M 
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Swimming News 
College Events at Inter-Hospitals Gala 


ITH a loud splash and rallying cries from all round 
W representatives ol the College Student Nurses’ 
Association Swimming Club plunged into the 

irst event at the Inter Hospitals Gala at Marshall Street 


Baths last Saturday—the 100 yards free style champion 
hip for the Berkeley Trophy ree style nearly 
ways means the crawl nowadays, and how those girls 

thrashed through the water! It the first year of the 

formation of the Student Nurses’ Association Swimming 

Club, so excitement as to who should carry off the trophy 

the first year could not have reached greater heights 

lL) i e le th, up another nothing but spray, four 

head ind a cre endo of cheet They were 
I the third lengtl ind the tyle \\ not 
haps all it should have beet But who cared Whipps 

( 1 tl Middlesex were leading, and the final 
| t | tv it Whipps Cr hand that shot out 

ped the bar rst rhe comparative ilm of the 

t event, tl ter-] pital pl ging, ¢ pl ed the 

t uoU i f their oney vhich our student nurse 
d to put in for the Berkeley Trophy 

r é nt. the te I e for the Goschen ( 1 

\ ible te ot three each oO having 

t 100 ra butt ti the stvle wa iried L he 

t e! beg ti reat ( cutti througl 

the t th I k stroke, but by the time they had done 

‘ t d th they were d far apart The second 

t ers must have longed to “ crawl for who 

t up< bi t stro} And three lengths of it, no 

| All the me the posit { the different hospital 

tered ibt by the time the third swimmers 

, nged in and tore through the vate! t was evident 

that Middlesex were leading by a long way Phree of the 

finished t the other two had to give up 
I tl ite pital iter plu ng, divin team 
¢ tr ht races. bacl troke nd so o1 the events 

f fairly evenly divided In the olo ”’ iter London 

picuous for the lovely style of Miss Clark, and St 

A, und Uni t College H pital hone in the 

ng and bre t stroke contest In team work it was 

St. Mary ind the Middlesex that were closest, giving the 
lier I y thrills as to which of the two would gain 

the ultimate incl How much more exciting is this close 
ti petition than even the cleverest work of a ho pital 

that too mpletely outshines the other By the end of 
the evening St. Mary’s were fovnd to have scored the most 
point ind had the pleasure of wresting the Nursing 

\/irvror shield—a new one from the Middlesex, who, having 


on it for three years running, kee p the old one 

Just before the presentation of the prizes a fancy costume 
ce brides and held, in the 
had to swim breadth with bouquet and ring and bring 
their brides back anyhow they liked as the starter 
uid, adding tt ce, ‘‘Drown them if they like ! rhe 
prize for this wa Great Ormond Street Sick 
Childrer Hospital bridal pal looked really 
South Sea islanders Che prizes were given 
ing to see the 


as carefully as 


grooms—was which 


grooms 


won by 

w hose 
charming as 
by Mrs. Bedwell 
wooden being carried down almost 
1utiful cups which were to be packed in them 


and it was amu large 
boxes 


the really be 


Central Middlesex County Hospital 
nurses 


Hi Central Middlesex County Hospital 4 
league held its first and very successful swimming 
gala on Monday, October 14, at the Acton Baths 
County Council 


matron, medical 
200 


members of the 
ilso Miss B. Gebhard, the 
the number of 
the nurses’ first public appearance asswimmers; it was also 
Dr lurnet last public appearance after twenty-five 
medical superintendent of the hospital 
rhe trophies were few, of course, but a silver cup had 
given by Dr. Turner for a two lengths free style 
had offered a trophy 


were present, 
officers and 
This was not only 


lurses to about 


years 


been 


handicap, and the medical officers 





| George UW F. Ellts, 
Widdle r ¢ 


Prizewinne ut the Centra unty Hospital 
mmin wla Dr. I Turney n ti nity 
for a breast stroke competition for style \ specially 
exciting feature in a very good programme was the relay 
race between medical officers and nurses, which the former 
won Other excellent items were the obstacle race, the 
goodnight race, a clever display of ornamental swimming 
and floating by the Lewisham Swimming Club, comedy 
diving by the Acton Swimming Club and a water polo 
match between the Ealing and Acton Swimming Clubs 


Dr lurner, presented the prizes in two instalments, 
half way through and at the end received a hearty 
vote of thanks and a bor yage Bouquets were 
presented to Mrs. Turner and to Matron by Miss W. A 
Schofield, the swimming captain, and by Miss M. Gooder- 
ham, one of the nurses 


following were the winners of the various events 


] he 


Beginners’ va 1) Miss Rees, (2) Miss Hewitt. Jimpyvove 

vace l Miss (¢ Mileham 2 Miss | Mileham, (3 
Miss O. Morley Dwi mpetition 1) Miss ¢ R. 
Taylor (2 Miss I Mee Back and breast stroke (1 
Miss |] Rose, (2) Miss |] Mee, (3) Miss H. A. Milton. 
Handicap race, fre tyle (medical superintendent's cut 

1) Miss Gooderham, (2) Miss M. E. Wright, (3) Miss C. R 
Paylor Obstacle and uniform race 1) Miss E. Rose, 


Plate 


Breast stroke 


(2) Miss M 
(1) Miss L 


Goderham, (3) Miss E 
Mee, (2 Miss I 


diving 


Russell 
Russell 


mpetition for ty (medical officer's trophy (1) 
Miss ] Russell, (2) Miss L. Mee, (3) Miss H. Milton 
Goodnight ra (1) Miss L. Mee, (2) Miss E. Rose, (3) 


Miss P. Vander 


Metropolitan Hospital, E.8 


HE Metropolitan 
held its annual 
at the 


Road, E.8, 
October i0 


Kingsland 
gala on 


Hospital, 


swimming 


‘HHaggerston Baths There was an enthu- 
siastic audience, and one of the honorary medical staff 
kindly consented to act as judge and starter He said 


he was much impressed by the high standard and 
the improvement of the the club [wo 
friends of the hospital gave a most enjoyable exhibition 
of swimming, and the prizes were presented by a member 


very 
swimming i 


of the ladies’ association 

The winners were as follows Plunging (1) Miss 
Harvey, (2) Miss Taylor Beginner vai (1) Miss 
Connelly, (2) Misses Thomas and Elliott Departmental 
team race (1) Medical team, (2) surgical team Nurses’ 
year yvace (1) Miss Harvey (fourth year (2) Miss 
Croke (third year) Diving (1) Miss Croke, (2) Miss 
Taylor Obstacle rac (1) Miss Harvey, (2) Miss 
Banadell Invitation team race (1) Metropolitan, 


(2) Belgrave Good-night ra (1) Miss Banadell, (2) 


Miss Harvey 
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Coming Events 


1, Ro 


pita 


H{ 
i 


\\ ) 
\ i 


ter and Saltord 


+ N 


\ \l 


nd 


Cambridge. 


Birmingh 


f Hygiene 
\ 


‘ 


Services 


rhithe, S.E.16.—| nd she was very ple: 
ial Mil 


District 


District General Infirmary 


am 


Club, Ltd eeting ¢ hare ‘ 


Catholic Nurses’ Guild 
NOTTINGHAM AND District BRANCH 
at St. Barnabas’ Cathedral 
at Address by the Rt. Rev. Mons 

athedral Hall 


Monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, November 


5. 
7 p.m i 


Biglanc 
Entertainment in the (¢ 
[TEIGNMOUTH Next meeting on 
14, at 3 p.m. in St. Patrick’s Hall, 
mouth All Catholic nurses 
October 17 the 

What a ( 

nd Be 

Mee 


Co 


Thursday, November 
Dawlish Road, Teign 
At the monthly 
Rev. Father Chapple gave an 
itholic Nurse Ought to Be 

licti 


welcome 


on 

November 3 
Brompton Road. Mr 
Nurses’ Pilgrimage to 
by Benediction 


f St. John and St 


ne 


at 


3 15 p.n 


tir 


permission 
it 3.30 


W ith 


> 
lante! 


p.m 
| l 


The Safety Pin 
ptococcus settled “ st ol — 


i isider 
Sstrateg! 


position l 
way he had 
ind the bandage 
Was 

He 
prime if 
tor 


HI Con, tt 
| the point of the Sa 
situatior He occupi 


ot the 


future necessarily 
anxiety tl 
his 

ypped i th *riliser 
i for a gern 
s just possible he n 
Jur Probationer’s first day the ward 
sed to finished her course i 
g school,and to have learnt todepend 
yn her tutor 
1 surgical ward straight away 
to go round the ward with the senior nurs¢ 
patients were being done, and later 
dressing trolley and sterilise 


the 


instance 


patety 
There 
day 


hance in these asepti 


ght survive 
1oOrT on 
have 

j * She 


sister was also lv 


. . put to one 

itary Nursing Service. put Sh 
$, from 3 » 

Nursing Institution. 
+ ~* \ { 


3 at 31 


dressings 


the 


Hit b TI 
to clear away 


button had 
‘ ' e+ r prol ex tement 


been too 

that morning At all 
of the day, off it came and 
ivoid a reproof the Junior Probationer 
with which to fasten the 
espied the Safety Pin It 
and when the senior nurst« 
errand rinsed it hastily 
ind forced it through the thick, 
apron 


ifter a stiff push, it slipped and 


sewn 


her 


events 


hastily on 
ted w 4 jus 1 he busiest moment 
[o 
something 
Milne 
t Lee 


R.S.\ 


she 
ng bright 


on 


then 


al she 


xocus’ char lat me, and, chuckling 
cent capillary 
in, and, 
was, he and 
were multiplying rapidly in the bloodstream 


* * * 


‘ . aaa $ } ndly ‘ went for 


in 


raise a 


an adja 
family 
where 


to 


seemed 


before 


his 


good 


nior Probationer knew she 


Probationer was taken suddenly ill; 
for weeks 
little had it not 
the text-book she had 
‘ preliminary school 
the body takes action to combat the 
bringing into the field an army of 
inufacturing anti-toxins to confuse the 
and how that wily warrior would often 
iv were it not for the arrival of a relief 
the shape of powerful anti-streptococcal 
ill had been written there in detail. 
During her long cence the Junior Probationer 
long and diligently, and, when at last 
back the sur al ward, she 
under-estimate strength of 


J.J. 


her hand was 
vas warded But the story 


the 


many 
otreptoc occus 
very 


training 


It + 
olumn in a 
\\ - +p.m. or erur 
convale 
book again 
ind herself 
r to 


re 
on 
5! 


the 


in wa 


the 
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CWe hnow * , 
OVALTINE 


is Best ~~ 


for Children they love it 


LL nurses who have had the care of It is important to remember that there is 
children will know how eagerly a_ nothing like ‘ Ovaltine.’ Imitations may be 
child takes to delicious ‘Ovaltine.” They made to look like ‘ Ovaltine,’ but there the 
know, too, from practical experience that resemblance ends. There are extremely 
there is nothing to equal ‘Ovaltine’ for important differences. 
rapidly building up a child’s health, «QOvyattine’ is scientifically prepared by 
strength and vitality after illness. exclusive processes from the highest qualities 





Because of its supreme health-giving pro- of malt, milk and eggs. There is no other 
perties, ‘Ovaltine’ is the food beverage food beverage which conveys such a wealth 
most widely recommended by Doctors every- of nourishment so quickly to the cells and 
where. [or the same reason it is a regular tissues of body, brain and nerves. For all 
article of diet in the leading Hospitals, these reasons, ‘ Ovaltine’ definitely stands 
Sanatoria and Nursing Homes in a class by itself. 


Free Lectures and Films.—7/i¢ proprietors of ‘Ovaltine’ provide—fre: 
»f cost—the services of a Lecturer and the display of interesting cine 
matograph films to Nursing Institutes and Colleges. Write for details 
to “ Lecturer,” A. Wander Ltd., 184, Queen's Gate, London, S.W.7. 
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Correspondence News in Brief 


Our readers are invited to send t »pinions on any The R io? 
; ad a nvited heir of inior y The Right to Die? 
subject of interest to nurses to the Editor, ‘‘The Nursing ’ ‘ 
Times,’’ c.o. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., St. Martin’s Street, 
fr 4 Voluntary Euthanasia (Easy Death Legalisation society 
London, W.C.. : 
s to be inaugurated early in December. Churchmet 


Hearing Aids doctors irgeons, lawvers and politicians ire supporters 
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ to tt : this movement to legalise voluntary easy death 


irable and painful dlisease 


ORD Moynihan is the prospective president of the 


"8 Compensation for Elderly Midwives 


the Executive ¢ the County 


( \ssociation in London a resolution of the Publ 
Healt ! Housing Committee was approved advocating 
l \ Iwive trol pract i 
y tl ties s ld b encou 
4 ‘ t | ct bst tial 
— ve 





\r ! | va 
: ‘ id take 
erat in | 
» i snet id I 
~ v {) lo tor ind nu 
n life b t (the De g 
l pe t 


Sir Kingsley Wood's Plans 
His plans for the future, outlined | 


| tor n Octobe 's 


Its Own Journal 





A Fatal Collision 


( ? HH ) t ) } yhet t 


H t r thes tret 
I yack the i stre 


Dedication Ceremony 


t \i Ix | 
I. Ie it Dulw h H t 
pel i ie pital 
17 blet 1 1 to her n 
sé , *- , tron of Dul 
Addenbrooke’s Student Nurses H | the fact that fro 


1915 to 1919 t military hospital accounted 


Magazine ™ the very large number of ex-service men present at the 


tituted by the hospital in her nat 
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AFTER 
CHILDBIRTH 





wr the patient is suffering from fatigue 


after childbirth, a spoonful or two of Brand’s 


Essence often gives her just the gentle stimulus 
she needs. Brand’s puts no strain on the 
alimentary system and is rapidly assimilated by 


the most exhausted patient. 


BRAND’S 


Beef or Chicken ESSENCE 


BRAND & CO. LTD., MAYFAIR WORKS, LONDON, S.W.8. 
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YOU TOO «a 
beca more an 
gest ma 


Bourn-vita is a CADBURY product 


aA. 





(ves, DEAR,IM 
SLEEPING AND 


NOW THAN IVE 








n get the same help from Bourn-vita 
1an other food-drinks, it assists and 


nd enables you to sleep better and t 





FEELING BETTER 





DONE FOR YEARS 


dA 
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THERE, MOTHER DARLI c) 
| KNEW BOURN-VITA WAS 
JUST THE THING FOR YOU 
IT DID THE SAME FOR me 











ee 


uiieetanal 














A this letter : 


I think it is only fair to tell you that I have 


Gentlemen, 





suffered many years from sleeplessness and have tried many 
so-called remedies but without relief. My daughter, a nurse, 
persuaded me to try Bourn-vita. I refused, but she bought me 
a half-pound tin, so to please her I tried it and am bound to 
say I am now enjoying refreshing sleep and my general health 
has improved . . . If this will help others like myself who 
have known the want of sleep and have so long suffered, you 


are quite at liberty to use this if you choose. 


I am, gratefully yours (signed), H.G.T. 


TO NURSES. Has the local branch of 
your college received information about Cad- 
bury’s Lecture Service and the Bourn-vita cine- 
film? 

For particulars apply Cadbury, Bournville. 
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Nation’s Fund for Nurses 


Nurses’ Appeal Committee 


ne 4 Our supporters frequently presents us with a 
large parcel containing a wonderful assortment of 
groceries—coffee, tea, rice, sweets, galantine and othet 
tinned food These welcome gifts are packed in with 
the parcels of clothing we send out If you could only 
realise what a blessing they are to the recipients you 
would resolve at once to send us at any rate one little 
tin « | ket of some good ourisli tood to send oll 


ext parcel 


Donations for Week ending October 26 





Matr Inu g staff, Royal Mineral Water 
Hospit Bath (harvest festival offert ce a 
N taff, ( Isolation Hospital, Cant 
( 2 2 @ 
St I tl Parl Yorl ont 
+ ; ) 
( H \l heste 
S 4 
| ( ‘ Nu ile 3 10 
HN ‘ { itches 6 5 
Spe ect 17 11 
Mi I. Wilk 6 0 
il l oO 60 
‘ I iT 213 9 
8S 15 b 
I 1815 10 4 
I ‘ 
| t ‘ te dt weel 
ef t t \I ( M Pettit 
large b i bottle « I thre 
' i the ¢ eg Nu I r I il 
tall ¢ t ppl ot live paper 
We © tl } ( ge \ ber No. 1024 
I \l be Ne 19222 dM D. M n tor 
of othing and w voo lle 
H Ss j Nurse Ap ( ttec t/ 


Phe College of Nursing, la, Henrietta 





An Appreciation 
Miss M. L. 


Cameron 


M E. L. Macaulay, O.B.1 I. ERA t of the 
Kent ¢ t Mental Hospital, writ 
\l ! throug ti ediut uur jour |, Pay 
bute to the mory ol very dear colleague 
il friend, the late Mi Mary | Livingstone 
Came We did a four years’ traiming together in the 
Wests Infirmary Glasgow and the friend hip then 
formed is fostered and maintained to the end, despite 
the diff t ways our profession led u On completion 
of our training Miss Cameron decided to take up sick 
childre nursing, while I took a further training and 
qualitied psychological nursing, and neither of us ever 
looked | Promotion came to Miss Cameron early 
in he irsing career, for she was appointed to the im 
portant post of matron of the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Child Glasgow, a position she held with distinction, 
nd it w only due to persistent ill-health that she was 
obliged to retire early this year 
M Cameron was a woman of high Christian prin 
ciple nd sterling qualitie with lofty ideals for her profe 
ior d strong sense of duty Her presence was an 
inspiration to all with whom she came in contact She 


lived her religion in her daily life, and, like Jacob, set apart 
of her income as a freewill offering for the cause 
ind His Kingdom, to Whom she had consecrated 

ind I shall ever retain happy memories 

last holiday spent together in Switzerland in 

1926. Our tastes were alike practically in all things, 
iking for an ideal companionship 


a portior 
of Christ 
her life 
ot oul 
June 


thus n 


service 


Appointments 


Matrons and Assistant Matrons 
Miss D. G., S.R.N.. RMN. S.C.M 
Hall Mental Hospital, West 



























































BALLARD 
Storthes 


Yorkshire 


matron, 
Riding 


[rained at County Hospital Bedford East End 
Maternity Hosp., E.1 R.M.P.A. certificate Ward 
sister, Maudsley Hosp., S.E.5. First assistant matro 


Erdington House, Birmingham 

Hey, Miss A., S.R.N., S.C.M., assistant 

dra Maternity and Nurses’ Home 
frained at Royal Inf Halifax 


\lexan 
Devonport 
Alexandra Homes 


matron, 


Devonport forbay Hosp forquay (housekeeping 
certificate Ward sister, Saffron Walden General 
Hosp. Night sister, Stockport General Inf 
JACKSON, Miss A., S.R.N., matron, Kettering and District 
Generai Hosp 
frained at Burnley Victoria Hosp Bankhall Hosp 
Burnley midwifery training Royal Liverpool 


Children’s Hosp children’s training Assistant 
matron, Central Middlesex County Hosp., N.W.10 
MELDRUM, Miss I S.R.N., assistant matron, Storthes 
Hall Mental Hospital West Riding Yorkshire 
frained at Metropolitan Hosp., E.8; The Retreat, York 
Sick ward sister, City of Hull Mental Hosp., Willerby 
Administrative Posts 
BOXA Miss A. M., S.R.N., S.C.M., assistant night siste1 
Royal Infirmary, Boltor 
rained at Royal Gwent Hosj Newport Hous 
keeping certificate 
DAYMOND, Miss ¢ >.m.N., R.F.N., S$.C.M ght sist 
Kent and Sussex Hos] runbridge Wells 
Irained at Gu H | SE. 1 Bristol General Hos 
yusekeepin 
EVANS, Miss | S.R.N., S.C.M., home siste N End 
Hospital, N.W.3 
rained at Hach vy Hosp., E.9 
\l LINS, Miss B., S.R.N., theatre supe tend (ueel 
Hospital, Birminghat 


Jartholomew Hosp., E.C.1 
Miss M. H S.R.N S.C.M night sister 


Clayton Hospital, Wakefield 


rained at Hull Royal Inf Glasgow Maternity Hosp 
Membe College of Nursing 
PETHERAM, Miss | G S.R.N., home sister, London 
County Council Downs Hospital 
frained at Dudley Road Hosp., Birminghan Member 


College of Nursing 
Miss E. J 
dent, Worcester Royal Infirmary 
rrained at Hartlepools Hosp., Durham 
Maternity Hosp Member, College of 
STREET, Miss G. M., S.R.N., S.C.M 
Infirmary 
[rained at St. Giles’ Hosp., S.E.5 
WILLIAMS, Miss M., S.R.N., S.C.M., night sister, Woolwicl 
and District War Memorial Hospital 


POUNDER S.RLN S.C.M., night 


4 superinter 
Glasgow Royal 
Nursing 
Brighto 


night sister 


frained at Royal Halifax Inf. and City Hosp., Liver 
pool; Queen Charlotte's Hosp., N.W.1; Guy's Hosp 
S.E.1 (housekeeping certificate Member, College 


of Nursing 
Sister Tutors 


GALLON, Miss M. I., S.R.N., R.M.N., S.C.M., sister tutor 
and home sister, Bethlem Royal Hospital 
frained at West Herts General Hosp.; West Sussex 
County Mental Hosp Military Families’ Hosp 
Aldershot R.M.P.A ertificate with distinction 
Member, College of Nursing 
[WYSDEN, Miss A., S.R.N S.C.M., sister tutor and 


ante-natal sister, Jewish Maternity Hosp 

rrained at Guy’s Hosp., S.E.1; General Lying-in Hosp 
S.E.1; Charing Hosp., W.C.2, housekeeping 
certificate feacher’s Diploma, Central Midwive 
Board. Member, College of Nursing 


Cross 
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Student Nurses’ Association Reports 


NDI 
Du 





present 21, and the proceeds amounted to £1 4s. 3d We run a very 
sulniit successful canteen, which is patronised by all On October 10 
\ i few of i irses were able to attend a lecture given by Di 
among Cameron, of the medical research department of Messrs. Cow & 
(rate rhe lecture, which is the first of a syllabus of lectures 

yeek f e Ed irgh brancl f the College of Nursing, was mostly 
fo f a fi unl was much enjoyed. We are looking 

g ard sending ir president to London for the Annual 


BELVIDERE FEVER HOSPITAI GLASGOW 


Ma \ during the past al u ul is been fairly active In t 
- ‘ s ‘ i Da I wd ping pong, a turing 
I . ik SI il tourna . which 
" i l iv year W i njoved 
i i ! I vy of articular u ; \ 
" ‘ va = f kind is vg n at 
( s i | ig " ~ 1 we pe peat i n 
rg : 3 , \ surpl funds w ntrbuted 
LNI t King ge's J | iit e On l $8 

\ | ~ . | Iw . ! 


LIGHTBURN HOSPITAI SHETTLESTON Last 


‘ ving ’ es i + sal iw I 
I , , £20, w y yra 
. P : g } 
| ‘ l a 
ORBAY HOSPITAL, TORQUAY.—We reg p 
t i ! embers t s Vea (hy at y 
Reunior Resin, aapenene tet Se hanes Se Tee ead 
, ranise 1 treasure int . a arty Cheese in 
YI sts enjoyed a ant of tuned ™ the Pirates 
eat ind the f The prize @.... 7 
‘ pea f the 1 ate Cave 
y ef’s hoard. Later in the year we held a grand ca ti 
\ t , i esenta the 
\ M I Was great fun iests isting 
| 5 As dusk tled and f 
y itv songs. We are now bus ising 
AL " 1 v rt - ib ¢ . 
WOODEND HOSPITAL, ABERDEEN We Ave vd 
successful vear, and now have fifty active memibe During 
nte we several lectures, uding Fractures 


N11 Mr. Mitche Infectious Diseases” by Dr. Henderson, and 


3 are t Oesophagoscopy ” by Mr. Soupe In Mav we had a very 





. su ssful meert, and in June we started a sweet store whi 
Z ! o te urge of the unit In November we are having 
k to raise funds for appliances for the le ture room I 
- ire all working hard for this, and as it is to be held on Nove 
- inal send a delegate to London, but we 
Reunion will be both interesting and successful 
ago CORNELIA AND EAST DORSET HOSPITAL 
' POOL! rhis summer we ive spent many pleasant hours 
- i i i it at Sandbanks, but alas, it is no more, for during 
| _ vate ! September ir ola tmend was washed ut ft sea 
But the glonous weather earls n made it possible f us ft 
ike fu ise of the tennis court Last month we had a whist 
Ml i md we a now woking forward to the reunion, to whi 
ire invited. Christmas festivities are also filling 
v ‘ spare time The decorations for the nurses 
‘ ir responsibility, and one evening a week is to be spent 
att wtising Christmas arols 
i 
I CITY ISOLATION HOSPITAI CARDIFI We 
it i eased ft port that the student nurses of this unit have 
maintained the numbers and are very enthusiasti Our 
shit f tennis season was again opened with great success, and at the 
is te ination we ul a vel enjoyable tournament The final 
us won by Miss K. Huxham, to whom a cup was presented 
ised We have our usual monthly socials, and, as in previous vears, the 
gvinnasti lasses ive again begun and are well supported 
We hope to ive the pleasure of sending two representatives t 
ptembe Reur 
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When low diet 
becomes monotonous. 


In fevers of all kinds, and in all ill- 
nesses involving a light diet, Benger’s 
solves the problem of change of food. 

Patients appreciate this delicate 
food cream, which may be flavoured 
as desired with salt, vanilla, coffee, 
or chocolate, ete. 


Food 


is retained and assimilated even in 
cases of extreme weakness; and the 
degree of self-digestion peculiar to 
Benger’s Food, may be regulated to 
suit any digestive capacity. 


Sold in sealed tins by Chemists, etc., etc. 
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' Nurse's sample and book of recipes, free on 

' request, from 

i BENGER’S FOOD, Ltd, MANCHESTER. 

, . (fices—New YORK: & ekman St. 

’ Bg «SYDNEY ~ 350, George St CAPE TOWN: P.O. Box 732 
ae ae 
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K. LEWIS & Co. Ltd. 


MEDICAL PUBLISHERS 
AND BOOKSELLERS 


Large Stock of Books on NURSING, 
MEDICINE and SURGERY 
and Allied Sciences. 


ANATOMICAL DIAGRAMS, CASE 
BOOKS & LOOSE-LEAF Books for Nurses 
those in Hospital Practice. 


engaged 


and 


LEWIS’S CHARTS 
Used in Hospitals and Private Practice. 
All Charts Carriage Free in the British Isles. 
Specimens of any Chart post free on application. 
Write for specimen of MATERNITY CHART. 


MEDICAL & SCIENTIFIC 
LENDING LIBRARY 
Annual Subscription (Town or Country) from 
ONE GUINEA 
Detailed Prospectus and Bi-Monthly List 
of additions post free on application. 





LONDON: 
H. K. LEWIS & Co. Ltd., 136 Gower St. W.C.1 


Telephone : MUSEUM 7756 (3 lines) 


BARKERS 


APRONS ; - 


TWO STYLES .* << 


ONE PRICE 


Made fully 
Irish linen-finished Apron 
Cloth—excellent in both 
wear and wash this 
APRON may be chosen in 
either of the shapes illus- 
trated. The skirt in each 
case is smartly gored. 


Sizes from 2/11 


waist, 28 in., 
34 in. PRICE Post 4d. 





of shrunk 


30 in., 32 in., 


~—, 





é 
& j 
4 
John Barker { | ; 
Company Lid f 
A 
Kensingt H } if y 
St., London, W fi \ 
Telephon no - 
WE Stern 432 f 
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Give YourCostive Patient 
the Laxative 
nearest to Nature's Ideal 


‘CALIFORNIA 


SYRUP OF FIGS’ 


This delicious preparation 
supplies the natural stimulus 
to evacuation which is 
normally afforded by ample 
fruit in the diet. 


ltis Always Safe—Always Sure 
1/3 and 2/6 per bottle. All chemists. 


‘California Syrup of Figs’ brand Laxative is a high-class 
Pharmaceutical Product. Refuse cheap substitutes. 








{T PAYS TO MARK WITH 


JOHN 
=feo], [oy 


MARKING INK 


Cheapest and most effective method: No stitching. 
Cannot be picked off. Special pen with 6d. size. Also 
linen stretcher with 7$d. and 1/- sizes. Of all 
Stationers & Chemists. Also obtainable in any 
quantity from | oz. to | gallon 


JOHN BOND (LONDON) LTD., 75, Southgate Rd. N.1 















OO EE 
Cut it this advertisement, pin 
your name and address t It, post 
to us and we will send you a double 
sample of ‘ASPRO’ Tablets free. You 


n then } e how pain alleviating 
ASPRO s, how it brings sleep to 
the eepless lieves rheumatism In 
né night banishes nerve pains, 


181 
7 * neuralgia, toothache, headaches, « 
n from five to ten minutes 


i 






** ASPRO "’ does not harm the heart 





MADE IN ENGLAND B 


Y 
ASPRO LTD., SLOUGH, BUCKS. 
leley Slough 608 
the method of manufacture or the formula 
packet of “ASPRO™ free do not write for another 












In 
cases 

of 
Aneemias 
and during 
convalescence 


One teaspoonful of Idozan contains 25 
ctgrms of pure iron (Fe). Thus, by means 
of relatively small doses of Idozan it is 
possible, without any inconvenience to the 
patient, to give much larger doses of iron 
than could be accomplished with any other 
preparation. In cases 
of anemia one may - — Al 
give the patient oneE= = 
tablespoonful of Ido- 
zan three times daily. 
To reach the same 
ingestion with 
Blaud’s Pills, one 
would have to give 
the patient 90 pills 
daily. 















Specially indicated 
in the treatment of 
anamia and all 
conditions, Doe 


Suitable for all ages, 
and extremely palat- 
able. 


Does not constipate. | 





Does not discolour 
the teeth. 
Does not produce 
stomach discom forts 
The most extensively 
prescribed iron prepara 
tion in the World. , . 
Obtainable through all mii ee tT. 
Chemists at r 


5/- 


per bottle, 





Samples and literature sent t 
qualified members of the Nur 
ine Profe on (enciosing cara & 
y stating registered number 
post free on application 


COATES & COOPER, LTD.,| 
94, Clerkenwell Rd., London. E.C.1. |, 
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Our members 


MOTHI 


nevertheless we are 


NTY HOSPITAL RWELI 
liminished, but strong financially 
ind have had several enjoyable The Jubilee 
celebrations, kindly provided by Matron and the medical superin 
ind members of the unit supplied 
tournament 


Col 
ire greatly 
most evenings 
tendent, 
the programme We have 

PLYMOUTH CITY 


were a great 


success 
ilso had a successful tennis 


HOSPITAI 


Our activities have 


been mainly social, but meetings have been regular and fairly 
well attended Once a week we have an informal dance amongst 
practice We meet once a week to make 

t t Christmas, and badminton fills in the 
s were arranged during the summer days 

sand, Cornwall, and Tinsicde Plymouth 

) irives to raise sufficient money 
the members under the old 





HOSPITAI 














‘) ! easlig Phirtv-fou members have 
been enrolled since our last report, bringing 
numbers up to eighty-fou During the 
‘ 2 imim months last year we irranged 
( Aoppers easure cruises around the Gowe t 
‘ " ind some outings and te tours 
lor the student nurses also made good use of thet 
N ’ F | huts at Langland Bay \ dance was held 
INatION S FUNG af the end of the season which proved a 
great success both socially and financially, 
| eds a i ny to £23 ds With t ‘ lecided that a 
el ld be insta Lin the nurse w at Pat Beck 
the ister general sitting and ne in the nurses 
eation On Novembs >» we celebrated Guy Fawkes 
ay | 1 fireworks display in the grounds of Pare Becl \ 
ul lress ball New Year's Eve | ed most enjoyable, and 
, zes f e best dresses were given | Matron \t a 
t lary eeting wa lecid “ should form a switiming 
i} und it tw tudent nurses should attend the Annual 
Meeting at Ma ests Another dance was held in Pare Beck 
n Ma Is | eds this time being £15 On April l an 
hist if was held at Pa Beck, and at the hospital carnival 
i August t student nurses cle ited a lorry to represent 
Past and Present Amusements It was decided at a meeting 
Septem he that tw members should attend the Annual 
Reunior n November 1 As a unit we make regular monthly 
subseriy ns to the Nation’s Fund f Nurses, two student nurses 
indertaking to « ect coppers from the nursing staff on pay 
iP! ou olle {1 nm tast pay lay atti runted to 10s 
EDINBURGH ROYAL INFIRMARY It is with regret 
innounce Miss Kay's retirement from the post of president of our 
t She left to take up the position ft matron in 1 nursing home 
i Mi Nuttall is kindly consented to be me president in 
place During the summer months we have oncentrated 
aint ) it 1 t Our swin iw, tennis and golf clubs 
‘ evr ery successful and thoroughly enjoyed by all the 
SCs We are again holders of the Edinburgh Inter-Hospital 
Cup, and " wn hospital eup which was presented by Miss 
Gireig, is held by Miss Carson For the winter months we have 
irranged a varied programme including a Hallowe’en party, 
t drive, novelty night, fancy dress dance harades and games 


these activities nm payment of a 


Non-members are 
rve. which helps 


mvited to 
ill cha towards our funds 





ARBROATH INFIRMARY Che opening meeting of the 

i n October 23 last vear took the form of a social evening 
given by Miss MeEtne matron, which 

was much enjoyed by all the staff In 

mae Th > November an interesting lantern lecture 
. Venice was given by Dr. Gilruth In 

° December we 1 concert, given on 
Immortal ees copy bhnagl eg Re mae Bg 8 gP 
M . in following evening for the lirectors medic al 
IViemoOry staff and friends. On January 25 we held 
i Burns Supper Ihe gathering 

bered f e traditional fare was eaten, and the haggis 
piped andl addressed in time-honoured style rhe Immortal 
Memory was | yposed by our senior surgeon and a pleasant 
ening was spent in community singing, recitations and music. 





At a business meeting Miss McElney gave a lovely box of chocolates 
be raffled, and vided to our There were 
luring the months, but on October 9 a 


this greatly funds 


eetings 


SUlTiitne tT 


ial evening was held to welcome new members. Of a member- 
hay f twenty in February, eight resigned on ompletion of 
training, but at a business meeting on October 16 ten new members 
vere enrolled It was decided that no representative could be 


Annual Reunion in Londen. 

ROBROYSTON HOSPITAL, GLASGOW rhe first 

iportant event this year was a pleasant social evening on May 24, 
when we presented Miss Lee, our forme tutor, with a 
travelling rug and clock in order to express our gratitude for the 
undertakings About a week after 
inged an enjoyable bus run to Balmaha, which Miss 
ittended We gave a littl party in the sick 


esent at the 


siste! 
interest she took in all our 
this we art 


White, our 


matron 


room for one of our sick members, and presented her with a 
basket of fruit and a beautiful spray of carnations. The 
successful function of the vear took place on August 20, when a 


most 


garden féte was held under ideal weather conditions. The féte 
was opened by Mrs. Reid, wife of Baillie Reid, and the stall 


holders had a busy time serving all the people who attended. 
The amount realised out of this was £23, which goes to our funds. 
We are now rehearsing for a which we hope to hold 


at the end of November in aid of the Christmas parties for the 


patients 
RADCLIFFE INFIRMARY, OXFORD In April two 
} 


international scholarship students visited the hospital, and we 


concert 


took the opportunity of entertaining them 


it an impromptu social one evening. Miss 
Seveerressee = =|6|(A Pa 
po nak Gar ae Te pod "we and a 
el ble sale to gment o ds . 

tae ph ody nol’ ea whence Shop 


this vear, but we have two institutions 
the punt, which has been well booked up during 
the summer for picnics and excursions up the ¢ herwell, and the 


We are 
Reunion on 


worthy of mention 


shop, which continues to do a brisk trade every evening 
now planning to 
November lI. 


send representatives to the 


ROYAL HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN, 
EDINBURGH The unit and other members of the hospital 
staff held a very enjoyable evening picnic at Gullane in June 
We sent two nurses to compete in the Inte Hospital Tennis 


fournament We were successful in getting into the second round, 
but were defeated by the House team In Oéttober Di 
Campbell, dietitian to Messrs. Cow & Gate, gave a most interesting 
told 
the roller process through which the milk is prepared as a powder, 


Craig 


lecture on the digestive processes of our bodies, and us of 
\ film also showed us an operation for Hirschsprung’s disease 


lividing the lumbar sympathetic nerve Our winter months’ 


programme is to be discussed at a general meeting this week 


College of Nursing 
Announcements 


Education Department 


Che syllabus of lectures for the Diploma in Nursing, 
University, to be held at the College of Nursing, will be published 
in full next week. The “ Chemistry and Physics ” starts 
on Wednesday, November 6, at 6.30 p.m., and the “ Communi 
ible Diseases ” « Friday, November 8, at 3.15 p.m. Full 
letails from the Director in the Education Department, College of 
Nursing, la, Henrietta Street, W.1 

Sister Tutor Section 

(An area meeting will be held at the Children’s Hospital (Francis 
Road entrance), Birmingham, on Saturday, November 9, at 3 p.m., 
by kind permission of Miss Cockeram, A. R.R.C Members of the 
Sister Tutor Section are joining the Midland Group of the Hospital 
Matrons’ Association and the Public Health Section of the College 
in a discussion on the present General Nursing Council syllabus. 
Miss Lois Oakes, D.N., of Walton Hospital, Liverpool, will speak 
is the representative of the Section. A discussion will follow. 

Public Health Section 

Dr. Yule, medical officer of health for West Bromwich, took the 
chair when Miss Chamberlayne, assistant inspector of midwives, 
Manchester, spoke on the future midwifery service at West 
Bromwich on October 29 He urged the meeting to take an 
impersonal view of the future, and consider the needs of the 
He thought that the midwife should do nothing but 
that much more attention should be paid to 
infant feeding. Miss Chamberlayne spoke of the lack of co-opera- 
tion under the present system, and regretted the fact that we all 
worked in such water-tight compartments considered the 
best midwifery results could be obtained by taking as the unit a 
good maternity hospital with an externe service, and that it would 
be ideal if some central organisation like the Queen’s Institute 
supervised all domiciliary midwifery with the exception of that 
supplied by the hospit il Continuing, 
deplored the poor type of student doing midwifery at the mid 
wifery training generally were so 
dependent on the students for getting the work of the hospital 
done. She went on to suggest that neither the hospital sister not 
the health visitor needed the C.M.B. certificate, and this called 
forth some murmurs from the health visitors present, who regarded 
their midwifery training as of real value in their work. The 
meeting ended with a most delightful tea arranged by Miss Twist, 


London 
course 


surse on 


community 


midwifery, also 


She 


externe services she 


because the schools 


schools, 
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Branch Reports 





ica 
Norfolk and Norwich Brancl 
‘ 4 |] 


was held at the Royal Infirmary, Stirling, on October 22 to make 
the final arrangements for the winter syllabus. Miss Davidson, 
R.R.C., president, presided, and Miss Miller, vice-president, and 
Miss Sullivan, hon. secretary, were appointed branch representa 
tives to the Scottish Board. After the business was over Miss 
Miller, matron, entertained members to tea Annual subscriptions 
2s. id. for founder and compounded members) are due on 
November 1 to the hon. treasurer, Miss Kemp, Royal Infirmary, 
Falkirk 

Swansea and South Wales Branch.— The following lectures have 


been arranged Tuesday Vovembe 12 ‘The Western Coast 
f Europe by the Rev. Glasnant Jones Tuesday, Novembe 

I Publi Authority and Public Health by Dr. Thomas 
Evans Vonday, Decembe Atmosphere ” by Councillor 
Perey Morris Members, free: non-members, Is All members 
ind friends welcome Che lectures will be held at the General 


Hospital, Swansea, at 7.3) p.m 
Wigan Branch. \ whist drive will be held at the Royal Infir 
iry, Wigan, on Wednesday, November 13, at 7.15 p.m liekets 


2s. including refreshments 
Worthing and South West Sussex Branch \ general meeting 
will be held at Hales’ Café, Rowlands Road (opposite Plaza), 


n Tuesday, November 5, at 3 p.m. to arrange the winter pro 
| 2 
rarmme Miss Christie, new 





rea organiser, has promised to 
attend lea will be provided The monthly social meetings will 





be resumed at Hales’ Café on Monday, November I1 
Yorkshire Branch at Leeds.—A social evening will be held on 
Thursday, November 7, at 7.30 p.m. in the instructional block of 
General Infirmary An informal talk on hospital administra 
i will be given by S. Clayton Fryers, Esq., house governor of 
General Infirmary All College members and members of the 
sist it y ip are yrrdially invited R.S.V.P. to Miss Milne 
Gieneral Infirmary, by November 5. An American tea will be held 
nt patients’ department of the General Infirmary at Leeds 
Saturday, November 30, at } p.m., to raise funds forthe appeal 
fund Please bring a gift and buy a gift \dimission Is., including 
In Formation 
Border Counties Branch \ meeting was held in the Playhouse 
{ ale Cralashiels n October 26 to discuss the formation of a 
rancl f the College of Nursing for the Border Counties Miss 
Robertson, Scottish area organiser, gave an interesting address, and 
fficers and committee were appointed All particulars from 
n. secretary, Miss A. A. Reid, 70, Thistle Street, Galashiels 
Kent Post-Certificate Course 
for Midwives 
[he twelft post-certificate course for midwives wa 
t the Sessions House, Maidstone, from October 7 
to ll [wo hundred and thirty-one individual midwive 
tising in the yunty midwifery area attended, together 
th midw f ’ tonomous areas and a number 


f health visitors [There was a record attendance of 
2,014. Visits were paid to the County Bacteriological 
boratory ‘ I demonstrations were given by the 





] ) wy he 
taff Both at question time and subsequently the 
lwives showed their keen appreciation of the oppor 
tunity given by these post-certificate courses in bringing 
their knowledge up to date, and of the work of the official 
ponsible for the organisation 
ee - . 
Parisian Health Services 
\ tutifulls llustrated brochure of its munuicipa 
t er! ( reaches us from Paris After a histori 
\ tl é days of the Hotel-Dieu in the 
th century to the present day regime ot /’Assistan 
Pu the booklet sets out the various facilitiesavailable 
vely pictures of the hospitals and sanatoria to which 
tients may be sent We particularly liked the photo 
ral the palace by the sea known as the Hopital 
Maritime l€ Berck ir-Me1 [his ho pital takes S888 
| itl on-pulmonary tuberculosis and eighty 
ht adult ind the patients have a lovely view of the 
| its fishing boats as they lie high up above the 


their extensive balconies 





“ THE NURSING TIMES” COUPON 
Answers to enquiries on professional matters, 
holidays and homes, free. Legal answers, 
2s. 6d. and stamped addressed envelope. 


November 2, 1935 
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VEGETABLES CAN NOW 


BE SAFELY ADDED TO BABIES DIET 
as early as Four Months 





Homogenization KRevolutionises 


INFANT FEEDING 


An important scientific advance of particular interest to the nursing profession has now been 
made in the preparation of solid foods for babies. Homogenization which has hitherto only been 
applied to milk has now been used by Libby for vegetables, fruits, cereals and soup. You know 
how difficult it is to make a smooth enough mash of vegetables even with the finest sieve and even 
then you can’t be sure that baby can digest it. Homogenization breaks down food fibres t« 
minute particles in such a way as to expose the food cells to the action of the digestive juices, thus 
allowing the body to take up the full nutritive value. You will be interested to know that the 
breaking up of the food cells results in such a reduction of the fibres that in dilution these foods 
will easily pass through the teat of a feeding bottle. 

Libby’s Homogenized foods are READY in enamel-lined tins. WHAT a BOON to busy 
nurses and mothers. Incidentally the Dionne Quintuplets are living testimonials to Libby’s 
Homogenized Foods. 












A copy of the Book: “ BETTER NUTRI- 
TION FOR BABIES ”’ will be sent free to 
members of the Nursing Profession. 
Kindly address all enquiries to Dept.H.F.3, 
LIBBY, MSNEILL & LIBBY LTD., LONDON 


9 





Homogenized 
FOODS FOR BABIES 


LIBBY, M¢NEILL& LIBBY LTD. 
8- GT. TOWER ST. LONDON -EC3 
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THE DIONNE QUINTUPLETS ~“@& 
A living testimonial to Libbys Homogenized Foods 
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STETHOS 


fully shrunk made-to- measure _ service 





Dresses made to measure from materials which carry the 
‘* Stethos ’’ Guarantee: Fast Dyed and Fully Shrunk. 


Aprons made to measure from materials which have been 
awarded the Certificate of the Institute of Hygiene for 
Quality and Merit. 

Operating Theatre Overalls, Suits, etc., in White or Fast 
Dyed Green and Blue. 

Capes, Cloaks, Caps, Collars, Cuffs, Dress Belts, Overalls, 
Uniforms made in Hospital Standard Styles and Designs. 


J. H. BOUNDS 


4 WHITWORTH ST.. 
MANCHESTER I 


SHOWING AT THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES 
HOUSE, - MARBLE ARCH - LONDON, W.1 Telephone Central 6181. Telegrams : ‘‘Tender, Manchester’’ 

















The Rea//y SAFE Ant/septic 


y germicides that have come into 
of the antiseptic era, 
claim to a combination 
otency and safety. It can 
> confidence in a variety of 
and internal, in which an 
t or deodorant is indicated. 


evInning 
] 
I 


iyS specia 


it is distinguished from ordinary 
by its great purity, high strength (20 
jreater than the B.P. standard) and 
remarkable keeping properties. 
In bottles at 1/6, 2/9 and 4/6 


riptive booklet and clinical trial sample on application to sa 
, 


Allen & Hanburys Ltd., London, E.2 

















Tottenham Street, London, W.1, and published by 


: by I r. HERON & Co., Lrp., at 9, 11 and | 
W.C.2, November 2, 1935 


MACMILLAN & Co., Ltp., at St. Martin's Street, 





